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Dec. 12: In Xapuri, Acre state, Darci Alves Pereira, son of rancher Darly Alves da Silva, confessed
that he shot and killed Francisco (Chico) Mendes on Dec. 22, 1988, in the backyard of his home in
Xapuri. The murder of Mendes, leader of a rubber tapper union, was reported in the international
media, and helped in focusing attention on the destruction of the Amazon rain forest. Mendes,
44, organized counterparts in a campaign to save the forests from ranchers and farmers, whose
techniques to clear land for pasture and crops have destroyed vast tracts of the Amazon.
The World Resources Institute claims that as much as 20 million acres of forest were destroyed
in Brazil in 1987 alone. Some scientists argue that rain forest depletion is contributing to global
warming (greenhouse effect). The Associated Press, quoted chief prosecutor Marcio Thomaz Bastos,
as saying: "This is a historic trial not only for Brazil, but the world. In Brazil, it is a test case against
reckless lawlessness, and for the world, a marker of whether or not man will allow the Amazon to
be destroyed." Federal police chief, Romeu Tuma, who was in court, told reporters that the young
man's confession could be a tactic to try to win acquittal for his father, who is accused of ordering
the murder.
Dec. 14: Genezio Barbosa da Silva, 15, a farmhand on the rancher's estate, testified that Alves
da Silva had often expressed outrage against Mendes for causing losses to his family's business.
Barbosa said the rancher was told by son Darcy on the night of the murder that the deed had been
accomplished. According to the teenager, da Silva made plans to celebrate Mendes' murder with
a barbecue. Barbosa da Silva was in hiding from killers for over a year prior to his testimony. The
seven-member jury heard more than 200 pages of prosecution depositions detailing several grisly
murders allegedly committed on Alves da Silva's 3,000-ha. ranch. During his testimony, Genezio
presented a list of murders he said were committed by Alves da Silva and his sons, Oloci and Darci.
Dec. 15: Both Alves da Silva, 54, and Alves Pereira, 23, were found guilty, and received 19-year
sentences. Darci Alves Pereira, 23, were found guilty, and receive 19-year sentences. Prosecutor
Marcio Thomaz Bastos, a former Brazilian Bar Association president, said it was the first time in
Brazil that the planner of a slaying had been convicted of murder. According to Bastos, "Darci and
Darly surely practiced many other crimes. This trial should serve as a lever so we can open up other
cases."
[The Pastoral Land Commission (Comissao Pastoral da Terra-CPT) estimates that more than 1,000
Brazilians have been killed since 1980 in land disputes. Virtually all victims were members of
rural unions representing tenants, landless peasants, and laborers. In the first 11 months of 1990,
60 people died most poor rural workers , and 403 were injured in battles over land, according to
surveys by the CPT. Amnesty International has reported that convictions in murder cases involving
powerful landowners and poor victims were achieved in only two cases since 1980. A typical murder
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of this kind occurred on Dec. 13: Jose Helio da Silva, an attorney for a sugarcane workers union, was
shot to death in Pernambuco state.
In 1985, former president Jose Sarney promised to distribute land among 1.4 million peasant
families by 1989. He said 5.7 million other families would be settled on expropriated land by 2000.
Only 20,000 families received plots of land. At present, landless peasants number over 25 million.
President Fernando Collor de Mello, who took office March 15, promised to give 500,000 families
land by 1994. Nothing has been done thus far by his administration. The government recently
abolished tax benefits that had made it profitable to cut the Amazon forest for pastureland. In
a tribute to Mendes, the government has established in Acre state a 960,000 ha. Chico Mendes
Extractive Reserve, which is to allow 3,000 families to make a living gathering wild rubber and
nuts without fear that ranchers will burn the forest down.] (Basic data from AP, 12/12/90, 12/14/90,
12/15/90, AFP, 12/15/90; New York Times, 12/13/90, 12/17/90)
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